August 2020
Dear Friends,
Lockdown due to Covid-19 is at an end! During this period, we have experienced a different kind of world with
many firsts, and it’s not yet over. At the moment there is still a lot of uncertainties and unknowns, but one known
factor is that the virus is still around. The World Health Organisation is advising caution as there are accelerated
growth in some parts of the world. WHO, warns that the pandemic is going to get worse before it gets better, so
everyone needs to be on their guard – if it doesn’t feel safe, and if in doubt, don’t? In the UK, things are starting
to move in the right direction, but the reports are also conflicting - the death toll is down, then up again, shops
and pubs are opened then shut because of the virus, the government is promising billions to boost the economy,
yet, massive job losses are predicted, social distancing will be with us for a while, yet beaches and beauty spots
are overcrowded, while feelings of anxiety and despair still remain. In these days, our world needs a church that
is positioned to help bring hope, by proclaiming the love of God that is found in Jesus our Saviour. This is not
without challenges.
Currently, and post Covid-19, the churches are presented with challenges and opportunities for change, creating
new experiences and beginnings. At present, the churches are receiving very useful and updated guidelines from
the URC on reopening of premises. Using these guidelines, the elders, in consultation with members, in the
various churches are engaged in an ongoing discussion as to when and how it will be safe for church buildings
to reopen. Also crucial to the discussions is what we want our churches to be like post Covid-19? We need to
reflect on the what has been draining and what has been life giving? What is to be discarded and what is to be
retained? What is new and innovative that can be continued? ‘What ‘firsts’ are to become embedded? How do
we embrace the joys and challenges that lies ahead?
I think it is fair to say that for the foreseeable future church would be done differently - Churches cannot go back
to what they have been, but to what they want to become. Before Covid-19, church attendance and church
membership in the majority of churches were on the decline, and we longed for more people to connect and have
a meaningful relationship with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. At the moment, something is happening, the
opportunity for which we have all been longing for is now here. Some churches are reporting an increase in
numbers of persons for whom online worship is a sacred space to enter. Some folk are looking for the fluidity and
connection without belonging to a church, others can’t wait to go back into the physical church buildings. Friends,
there needs to be the emergence of new and creative ways of meeting people where they are, in structured and
less structured ways, in physical buildings and digitally, and in the community -For this to happen we all need to
be praying for God’s wisdom and guidance for the way ahead. We pray for a new vision, and togetherness to
achieve dreams. We pray expecting God to hear and answer. I leave you with some words of encouragement
and hope from Isaiah to the Israelites in exile, painting a new picture of Israel’s future:
‘The Lord says: Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs
up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19
Every blessing,
Irene John
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A letter from Pat Ascroft. Our church friend Pat Ascroft recently left a letter in the church letterbox,
addressed to “Friends at Garstang URC”.
June 2020 - a year like no other. Since lockdown I have had to work at making Sundays feel special
and not just another merging day – so – I listen to Radio Lancashire morning service at 8.00am, BBC
morning service on TV, play some hymns, do a bike ride or walk and finish up in a church garden –
wall, seat, graveyard. Today I am here at Garstang URC and half an hour sitting, reflecting, praying
sorts me out. It's nearly 3 years since Susan Andrews died but the fruits of her labours and that of
others still provides that place of calm – needed in these strange times. It won't always be this way –
meanwhile I'm glad to be on the form at the back of the churchyard linking in with those who have gone
before.
In God's love, Pat Ascroft
Leprosy Sunday.
It seems a long time since Paul Moores led our Leprosy Sunday service and told us about the Hospital
Heroes in Myanmar.- We have our own Hospital Heroes now, caring for the victims of Covid 19.However I am pleased to say that thanks to your generous donations I have been able to send £460
to The Leprosy Mission to help with their work in Myanmar. The donations came from collection boxes,
envelopes and Communion Collections.
Many thanks to everyone who contributed towards this substantial amount and to all who support the
work of TLM through prayer. Mary.
Garden Sale.
Sue and Ben Andrew’s daughter, Geraldine, is holding a grand garden and garage sale at Sue’s home
at 121, Dorchester Road on Saturday, 1st August from 10am to 4pm. Garden ‘artefacts’ include old
chimney pots, a mill stone, a metal cartwheel and many more interesting objects. This is an opportunity
to see Susan’s garden and its current unkempt biodiversity habitats for the last time. Also, in the sale
is a selection of gardening books.
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George’s Triangle.
Several years ago, George Mathewson came up with the idea of developing the corner of land
alongside the canal at Bridge 63, Moss Lane Bridge. George had to really persist to get the project up
and running to fill the corner with perennial plants native to this area. Over the past 5 years members
of the Garstang in Bloom team have developed the
triangle with plants donated by Bloom members from
their own gardens. These photographs taken in late
June show how delightful it is this year. Garstang in
Bloom members Marlene and Grigor Towns look after
it. They do a great job.
I think of George and smile every time I pass it.
Mary Thornber.

An unexpected “Blast from the Past”
During lockdown, Facebook was trolled for interesting snippets, usually about other people’s lives!
However, our daughter Gwyneth made contact with Dean, someone she had been at school with, and
who also attended our Sunday School in Thatcham. Arthur was Minister there from 1974 to 1989. Dean
also came to a special youth club I ran on Saturday evenings, called ‘The One Way Club’. I set this up
as a special club to include our son Andrew and other teenagers with mental or physical
disabilities. The fit and able teens were brilliant at accepting the half dozen or so others, and hopefully
learned a life lesson. The ‘religious’ bit came at the end, our ‘Come Together’, with guitar, some folk
style hymns, and ‘Shalom have rim’ at the end. Some of you met Esther, Hazel and Janet last year
who were ‘leaders’ in their turn. Gwyneth and Dean were later starting as you had to be 11! And much
to my surprise we discovered Dean is now The Rev. Dean Ayres, associate Vicar at Acton church in
London....I face timed him by accident, (pressed the wrong button!), and had a wonderful reunion! As
his parents or brother never came to church, this was rather special. He is now 52, but looks like the
Dean Ayres I remember! We shall stay in touch. June Baker
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Area Pastoral Committee.
In my role as URC Area Finance Officer for Lancashire, I attended the meeting of the Area Pastoral
Committee, held online via Zoom, on July 6 th.
The Committee deals with a wide variety of matters relating to the 36 churches in the Lancashire area.
As might be expected, a significant amount of time was spent discussing concerns raised by a number
of churches about reopening for worship and meetings, and also when and how external lettings might
be resumed.
It was clear from our discussions on reopening for worship that the age and health profiles of our
congregations mean that the level of risk associated with meeting together, even with social distancing
and without singing, is very high. Most churches are accepting the strong advice of the URC, the Synod
Trust and the insurance companies, and working towards a date later in the year for resuming
worshipping together, probably at least September. It may be early next year before other gatherings
are permitted and safe, but this is being kept under review.
I know from looking at the annual accounts of the churches that many rely heavily on the income from
room hires, and some are struggling to pay their monthly contributions to the Ministry and Mission Fund
(“M&M”), from which all Ministers are paid. To remove some of the pressure, Synod has offered
interest-free loans to churches in need, covering their M&M commitments, and repayable next year.
We in Garstang have not had to make use of this scheme, but a good number of churches have taken
advantage of its generous terms.
The committee also discussed building work proposed or under way at a number of churches,
ecumenical activities across the area, lay preaching and worship leading in our churches, and the latest
positions for each of the four Partnerships that make up the region. Sadly, here in the North there is no
progress to report in our search for a second Minister to work alongside Irene, but we are hopeful that
the current lack of movement will soon ease.
The committee’s next meeting will be on September 14 th. We accepted, somewhat reluctantly, that this
is likely to be another online gathering – not least because the refreshments provided at Fulwood URC,
where we usually meet, are excellent!
Gordon
Farming Community Network. Stella has sent in this poem via David Burrow, the Chaplain for
Farming Community Network in Lancashire who has connections with Garstang.
Covid

So I can see,
Beyond my screen of muddledness – You.
Still there for me, for everyone.
But now I must connect with You
in different ways, and times, and even places.

Why do things have to be different, Lord?
I don’t do different.
Why can’t I go to church?
And sing and pray and hear Your word
And meet my friends?
I find different very hard.
Why has my world turned upside down?
And inside out and back to front
And nothing seems to fit any more?
And I’m upset.

You’re here! in me, with me
Ah! Now I see You clearly once again,
love you and seek to obey You.
In this stronger, fuller, more deep-bounded way
that’s new, yet old and surely everlasting.
Thank You Lord! My Saviour and my Friend.
Thank you!

But ah! I see now!
You, Lord, - You do different!
And yet You’re still the same.
You enable different. You embrace
different.

By kind permission of Penny Bury
www.rossendalemethodistcircuit.co.uk
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URC Daily Devotions.
Rev Andy Braunston, the editor of the URC Daily devotions, sent an email to all the recipients of the
devotions with the words of a hymn I had found on Facebook hours earlier. His email resonated so
strongly with my feelings in this difficult time that I have edited Andy’s words to reflect them.
“As our nations start to ease the restrictions of lock down there has been speculation about when
churches and other religious buildings might reopen for private prayer and, eventually, corporate
worship. The speculation has led to Elders and Ministers fielding questions about what might happen
and when it might happen. The URC has put some very good resources out which, in sum, suggest a
careful and cautious approach to both opening our buildings for private prayer and about returning to
gathered worship. The Elders have been discussing this and trying to weigh up various risks - the risk
of infection, illness and possible death alongside the risk of social isolation and missing traditional
patterns of ministry, witness and service. There are no easy answers and it’s hard to fully articulate the
feeling of us all as the Elders discern the way forward.
The Revd. Martyn Coe, who serves our churches in Cumbria, posted a link to a new John Bell hymn
which was used at an Iona Community event recently. John has written some very moving words which
are sung by Alison Adam and accompanied by Ian McLarty. The song has been made freely available
provided it is credited properly. The lyrics are powerful and express very powerfully what we may be
feeling but not able to articulate. If you want to listen to Alison Adam singing the song, type or copy &
paste the following into your browser https://vimeo.com/429204412.”
We Will Meet When the Danger Is Over
We will meet when the danger is over,
we will meet when the sad days are over;
we will meet sitting closely together
and be glad our tomorrow has come.
We will join to give thanks and sing gladly,
we will join to break bread and share wine;
and the peace that we pass to each other
will more than a casual sign.
So let's make with each other a promise
that when we've all come through is behind,
we will share what we missed and find meaning
in the things that once troubled our mind.
Until then may we always discover
faith and love to determine our way.
That's our hope and God's will and our calling
for our lives and for every new day.
John L Bell © Wild Goose Resource Group, The Iona Community
Every blessing as you listen, stay safe so we can meet when the sad days are over.
Sally Watson
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Wild Flowers in the Graveyard at Forton URC.
Last year Forton URC decided to
document all the wild flowers in the
graveyard. We took photos of most of the
flowers but, unfortunately, missed some
as they died before we could photograph
them. We photographed over 50 flowers,
mounted them in an album, and named
them. This year we were going to look for
flowers we missed last year, but due to
circumstances, that was not to be. We
didn’t include grasses as we didn’t have
enough knowledge to name them. On the
first page of the album is written:
Forton United Reformed Church
was founded as an
Independent Chapel in 1707.

The churchyard is a haven of peace and tranquillity. It is like an ancient meadow that has never been
ploughed or fertilised and is full of wild flowers. The display is at its best in spring when snowdrops give
way to crocuses, daffodils and primroses,
followed by bluebells, wood anemones and celandines. Certain areas are allowed to flower and seed
before the grass is cut ensuring a display of flowers the following year. This is an ongoing project as
some plants have flowered and died before a photo could be taken, reflecting the fleeting nature of life.
However, the Bible assures us in Genesis 8:22, ‘As long as the earth remains, seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will not cease.’
Service of Reflection and Wholeness: Sunday, July 12th.
Revd. Irene sent out an invitation for us
to take part in a service on Zoom and
last Sunday evening 18 worshippers
from Partnership churches appeared
on our computer and phone screens.
The services of Reflection and
Wholeness are intended to provide a
virtual haven for us to gather while the
churches
are
closed
and
to
contemplate and perhaps come to
terms with the effects of the lockdown.
Many of us live alone and are usually
content, however the enforced separation from family and friends, the social distancing and the
increasing dependence on technology is leaving many of us bewildered and depressed.
Irene welcomed us with a prayer and some words from Isaiah Ch.43. June manoeuvred her piano
close to her computer and played while we sang along at home – rather unnerving till we got used to
the idea. With much-loved hymns like ‘Be still for the presence’, Irene reminded us that we may not
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always be conscious of God’s presence but assured us that He is not only with us on our journeys but
that he travels with us at all times. We read Psalm13, followed by a time of prayer, out loud in general
terms and in silence in our hearts for all those dear to us who are suffering because of Covid-19, those
who are under physical or mental strain or in need of healing and support. There were pauses for us
to remember the loved ones we have lost and those left behind – “whose light has turned into darkness”
- and also for the doctors and medical workers offering physical and psychological support. Irene went
on to ask for prayers for the URC and specifically the new General Assembly Moderators and the
General Secretary.
We then celebrated communion, using elements we had to hand and listening to prayers of confession
and thanksgiving. After the Blessing we watched a video entitled ‘Shelter me’.
Irene hopes to hold these Reflection & Wholeness services twice a month, with the next ones planned
for 6.30pm on 9th and 23rd August.
To receive an invitation, email a request urc.garstang@btinternet.com
Stella
Developing as an Eco Church.
In the Spring our Church was awarded Silver Status as an Eco-Church. This is a significant recognition
of the work that has been going on for a number of years, to “green” our life as a church, be that in
managing our energy consumption, the way we manage our grounds, or in thinking about issues of
climate change as part of our worship.
The award is not the end of our journey, there is much more we can and should do as part of our
mission as a congregation to demonstrate our stewardship of creation. I’ve agreed with the Elders to
work with the church on the next stage of that journey. Looking at the framework for the Eco-church
awards, an important part of that next step will be about how we continue to focus on these issues in
our worship and how as a church we help one another to think about what being a member of an Ecochurch might mean in our lifestyles. These are areas where I have agreed to contribute when I’m
leading our worship and by writing a regular column in the Newsletter.
However, as part of this there is a piece of work that I would welcome some volunteers to work with
me on a larger project. The Bible Garden and Peace Plough occupy a prominent place in our
churchyard and could provide a valuable resource for our witness about who we are as a church.
We have as a church talked about the need to provide a fitting memorial to Susan’s contribution to our
life; about providing a place for people to sit and reflect, perhaps in private prayer; and about how we
can engage with young people about our faith. I believe that with our Bible Garden and Peace Plough,
we can do all of these.
In my mind I see a development which would link the biblical heritage of the plants, through our Eco church status to other aspects of our mission, including our Commitment for Life Partnership with Israel
/ Palestine, our work with the Leprosy Mission and the Homeless. The project could include renewing
the garden signage, developing a guide for visitors, providing material for prayer and reflection, with
material suitable for both Adults and Children. These are just my starters, and I’m sure you will have
other ideas about what we could celebrate in this area and how we could reach out to other people in
mission through this resource.
If you would like to help me with this, then please get in touch mikethart@gmail.com I am hoping to set
up an initial meeting, perhaps online or even socially distanced in the Bible Garden later in August so
that we can share ideas about what we could achieve and how we will get there.
Mike Hart
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Psalm 23: The Lord is my Shepherd.
When trawling through the internet, I came across the following interpretation of Psalm 23. It was on
Fairhaven URC, The White Church’s website and was written by our good friend Rev. Jim Williams.

The Lord is my shepherd,

That’s Relationship!

I shall not want.

That’s Supply!

He makes me lie down in green pastures,

That’s Rest!

he leads me beside quiet waters,

That’s Refreshment!

he refreshes my soul.

That’s Healing!

He guides me along the right paths

That’s Guidance!

for his name’s sake.

That’s Purpose!

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

That’s Testing!

I will fear no evil,

That’s Protection!

for you are with me;

That’s Faithfulness!

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

That’s Discipline!

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.

That’s Hope!

You anoint my head with oil;

That’s Consecration!

my cup overflows.

That’s Abundance!

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,

That’s Blessing!

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord

That’s Security!

forever.

That’s Eternity!
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Rotary Shoebox scheme

As with everything else, all our best laid plans for spreading a little happiness with our shoeboxes
have had to be put on hold this year. We were planning a box-packing session in April - I think we
already had enough to fill at least 40 boxes. But not only our church, but also all the warehouses
and distribution centres used by Rotary have been in lockdown. So sadly, no boxes have been
collected or transported anywhere for the time being. Hopefully however we’ll be all systems go
some time later in the year!
Anyway, while we are waiting, there are still one or two things we can still do. I know that people
have continued knitting hats, scarves and gloves over the lockdown. That is a great effort, and I’m
sure they will all be very welcome once we are able to pack our boxes and send them off to Eastern
Europe.
Also, normally I would be giving you a list of things to collect. No list this month, but in the
meantime, how about watching out for any small items, from toys to household goods, if you have
room to store them at home? All these will be gratefully received whenever we return to the “new
normal” and we can start “spreading a little happiness” in shoeboxes once again.
Thank you all again for your help and patience.
Keep well and stay safe,
Every Blessing,
Pauline
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